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Resolution of the Law Faculty of Louisiana
State University Honoring Professor
Harriet Spiller Daggett In Connection
With Her Retirement
WHEREAS, Harriet Spiller Daggett, after thirty-six years
of devoted service to Louisiana State University Law School will
soon retire to assume the status of Professor Emeritus;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we, her col-
leagues of the law faculty, express to Professor Daggett our
esteem, our affection and our warm appreciation for her many
and varied accomplishments whereby she enriched the Univer-
sity and the Law School which she has so conscientiously served
during a teaching career of true distinction.
Harriet Spiller Daggett enjoys as unique a place in the legal
profession as she does in the hearts and minds of her former
students and numerous friends in Louisiana and in the law
teaching world. Richly does she merit the title of "pioneer." She
was among the first of women appointees to a senior chair of
law in a major American university. She has been a pioneer in
developing those special fields of the law to which she devoted
the exceptional talents of a brilliant mind. A legendary figure
of Louisiana law, the impact of her broad vision and clear think-
ing has influenced the course of legislation and the jurisprudence
in many significant areas of the law. Students flocked to her
classes for her vivacity and inimitable wit as well as for her
skill at discussion, analysis, and presentation.
Harriet Spiller Daggett was born in Livingston Parish. She
received her first college education from Louisiana State Normal
College at Natchitoches from which she was graduated in 1909.
After teaching in the public school system for some time she
matriculated at Louisiana State University from which she
earned three degrees - Bachelor of Arts in 1923, Bachelor of
Laws in 1926, and Master of Arts in 1928. She was admitted to
the Louisiana bar in 1926. While an undergraduate law student,
Harriet Daggett was selected to serve as an instructor in politi-
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cal science and this experience served to heighten her interest in
law teaching. In 1926, she was named an instructor in the Law
School, rising in five years to the rank of full professor. This
latter period included one year spent at the Yale Law School
from which she received the J.S.D. degree in 1929.
Professor Daggett's interests as a member of the faculty have
ranged over an exceptionally wide subject matter area. At one
time or another she has taught a majority of the courses listed
in the law school's curriculum. During World War II, with
many of the faculty on leave of absence for military or govern-
ment service she shouldered a major part of the teaching pro-
gram. Thus, in addition to her fields of special concentration,
she has taught constitutional law, conventional obligations, busi-
ness organizations, trusts, municipal corporations, administra-
tive law, international law, sales, insurance, and security devices.
At one time, she taught all of the subjects of the Louisiana Civil
Code. This breadth of experience has made her perfectly at
home in almost any complex area of the law. It also accounts
in part for the depth and originality she has been able to bring
to those subjects to which she has devoted her major energies in
research and teaching, namely, community property, the family
and domestic relations, and mineral rights.
Perceiving the importance of the community property system
in Louisiana, Professor Daggett devoted her first principal re-
search to that subject. The product is a book still considered to
be the basic authoritative statement of the community property
law of this state. It was characteristic of her whole approach to
look to other community property jurisdictions for enlighten-
ment. Her comparative studies and forward-looking ideas have
long since had their effect in the shaping of Louisiana law in this
field. Her views on community property are found reflected in
many a landmark court decision.
So it has been with each subsequent undertaking. Her writ-
ings have pointed the way for future development. Thus, her
legal essays on the law of the family provided sociological in-
sights which have influenced the course of legislation on vital
problems in this area. From her busy pen, as seen from the ex-
tensive bibliography attached hereto, the flow of suggestions did
not abate. In a fitting manner she was recently recognized for
such achievements when the School of Social Welfare of Louisi-
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ana State University, awarding her its Distinguished Service
Citation officially, referred to her as:
"A vigorous and courageous champion of high social and
ethical ideals and the rights of individuals, whose humani-
tarian contributions in law, education and civic leadership
over three decades have had far-reaching influence in
strengthening family life and insuring the care and protec-
tion of children and have generally furthered the concept of
human values which social work affirms and cherishes."
When she later turned to the subject of oil and gas law, her
ideas and penetrating insight into the frontiers of the law again
tended to shape its future course. Mineral Rights in Louisiana,
now in its second edition, is the leading Louisiana treatise on this
important and rapidly developing area of the law. Through her
basic law school course she further developed this subject. She
clarified vast areas of the mineral law by her contributions to
legal periodicals. She stimulated her students with her constant
emphasis on sustained and careful work. Her accomplishment in
establishing the Mineral Law Institute and her service as a Re-
porter for the Oil and Gas Reporter of the Southwestern Legal
Foundation are achievements well known to the members of the
bar.
Harriet Daggett's contributions to Louisiana law are too nu-
merous to permit of adequate description in the space of this
Resolution. Her other qualities will long be remembered. As a
public lecturer she was in constant demand and was a favorite
with audiences at home as well as in numerous sections of the
nation. She set an example of activity that was hard to match.
Yet this never seemed to interfere with her devotion to the class-
room or to the steady flow of her scholarly publications.
She had strong views on legal education forcefully expressed
in faculty deliberations. In this respect she had a prominent
part in the shaping of Law School policy. Her abundant energies
overflowed into varied activities ancillary to her major interests.
Whether it was as chairman of the Louisiana Library Commis-
sion, President of the State Welfare Conference, Chairman of
the Children's Code Committee, as war-time Director of the
Louisiana State Law Institute, or in a variety of other capacities
on committees, boards or commissions, her constructive work
seemed to know no limitations. The Family Court of East Baton
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Rouge, for example, may be traced in large part to her ideas and
influence.
A gracious and charming person, Harriet Daggett, devoted
wife and mother, has taken pride not only in the profession she
has served so well, but also in the immediate family circle with
which she was blessed. She lost her husband, DeVan Damon
Daggett, in 1955, after forty-one years of happy marriage. Her
two devoted sons, DeVan Damon Daggett, Jr. and John D.
Daggett, are both lawyers. DeVan, Jr., following his mother's
professional inclinations, is himself a teacher of law at our sis-
ter institution, Loyola of the South in New Orleans. Harriet
Daggett also points out that she takes pride in each professional
achievement of that much larger family- her former students
whom she likes to call her "sons in law."
The Chief Justice of Louisiana at a recent occasion stated
that Professor Daggett can turn to the status of retirement
"with the knowledge that she has more than mastered the work
that came to her hands and that, through it, she has enriched
our legal and judicial literature, broadened our knowledge of the
underlying concepts in the many and varied fields of the law in
which she has so ably written, and left the force of her person-
ality as an enduring part of the very atmosphere of the school
itself."
We, her colleagues, who have been stimulated by her example
and by close contact with her work, can testify that this is so.
We have been privileged to have been her associates in the serv-
ice of Louisiana State University Law School.
FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution be spread upon
the minutes of the faculty and on the pages of the Louisiana Law
Review as an enduring memoir of one whose devotion to teach-
ing and legal scholarship has placed the Law School and the legal
profession everlastingly in her debt.
June, 1961
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PUBLICATIONS OF
HARRIET S. DAGGETT - 1929-1961
1929
A Comparison of the German Community Property System with
That of Louisiana, 4 Tulane Law Review 27 (1929)
1930
The Wife's Action for a Separation of Property, 5 Tulane Law
Review 55 (1930)
Peace - Its Importance to Women, 20 Missionary Voice 548,
572 (1930)
1931
The Community Property System of Louisiana with Compara-
tive Studies (Louisiana State University Press, 1931), 237 pp.
The Modern Problem of the Wife's Interest in Community Prop-
erty -A Comparative Study, 19 California Law Review 567
(1931)
The Children's Code, in Social Service World (November, 1931)
1932
The Community Property System of Louisiana, 25 Law Library
Journal 209 (1932)
1933
A Compilation of Louisiana Statutes Affecting Child Welfare
(Louisiana State University Press, 1933), 350 pp.
The Legal Aspect of Amalgamation in Louisiana, 11 Texas Law
Review 162 (1933)
1934
The Louisiana Children's Code, 12 The Phi Delta Delta 48 (1934)
Trends in Louisiana Law of the Family, 9 Tulane Law Review
89 (1934)
1935
Cases and Materials on Family Law (Mimeograph, 1935),
694 pp.
Second Printing - A Compilation of Louisiana Statutes Affect-
ing Child Welfare (Works Division FERA in Louisiana, 1935)
A Message to College Women, 37 Elusis 338 (1935)
1936
Tenure and Marriage, in Faculty (June 1936)
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The Civil Law Concept of the Wife's Position in the Family, 15
Oregon Law Review 291 (1936)
Is Joint Control of Community Property Possible?, 10 Tulane
Law Review 389 (1936)
Humanizing Southern Law, in Times Herald (December 1936)
1937
Louisiana Annotations to the Restatement of the Law of Conflict
of Laws (co-author) (American Law Institute Publishers, 1937)
193 pp.
General Principles of Succession on Death in Civil Law, 11 Tu-
lane Law Review 11, 399, 411 (1937)
The Social Attitude of the Civil Law in the United States, 15
Social Forces 554 (1937)
A Reappraisal Appraised: A Brief for the Civil Law of Louisi-
ana (co-author), 12 Tulane Law Review 12 (1937)
1938
Legal Controls in Family Law, 23 Iowa Law Review 215 (1938)
The Chattel Mortgage in Louisiana, 16 Texas Law Review 162
(1938)
Mineral Rights as They Affect the Community Property System,
1 Louisiana Law Review 17 (1938)
The Chattel Mortgage in Louisiana, 13 Tulane Law Review
(Parts I & II) 19 (1938)
1939
Mineral Rights in Louisiana (Louisiana State University Press,
1939) 427 pp.
Proceedings of the First Southern Regional Conference and Lou-
isiana State Conference on Family Relations (editor) (Louisiana
State University Press, 1939), 69 pp.
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1937-1938
Term- Civil Code and Related Subjects (Family Law, Succes-
sions, Mineral Rights), 1 Louisiana Law Review 331 (1939)
Review: Origin of the Conjugal Community, by Calvin Kephart,
13 Tulane Law Review 492 (1939)
The Chattel Mortgage in Louisiana (Part III), 13 Tulane Law
Review 234 (1939)
Division of Property upon Dissolution of Marriage, 6 Law and
Contemporary Problems 225 (1939)
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1940
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1938-1939
Term- Family Law, Mandate, Partnership, Successions, Min-
eral Rights 2, Louisiana Law Review 37 (1940)
Public Welfare and Illegitimate Family in Louisiana, 18 The Phi
Delta Delta 156 (1940)
1941
Royalty in Louisiana, 13 Mississippi Law Journal 323 (1941)
Limitation of Individual Liability, 4 University of Detroit Law
Journal 195 (1941)
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1939-1940
Term - Family Law, Successions, Trusts, Partition, Community
Property, and Mineral Rights, 3 Louisiana Law Review 274, 283,
293, 303 (1941)
Thoughts on Marriage Motive, in Methodist Student Movement
Magazine (1941)
1942
Louisiana Privileges and Chattel Mortgages (Louisiana State
University Press, 1942), 826 pp.
A Compilation of Statutes Dealing with Matters Treated in the
Civil Code (The Louisiana State Law Institute, 1942), 739 pp.
Louisiana Legislation - Matters Pertaining to the Civil Code, 5
Louisiana Law Review 83 (1942)
Review: The Public Papers and Addresses of Franklin D. Roose-
velt with a Special Introduction and Explanatory Notes by Pres-
ident Roosevelt, 4 Louisiana Law Review 639 (1942)
1943
Suggestions for the Consideration of the Council of the Louisi-
ana State Law Institute, 5 Louisiana Law Review 377 (1943)
The Louisiana State Law Institute, 22 Texas Law Review 29
(1943)
1944
Taxation - Income Under Oklahoma Community Property Law,
6 Louisiana Law Review 103 (1944)
Louisiana Legislation of 1944 - Matters Pertaining to the Civil
Code, 6 Louisiana Law Review 1 (1944)
1945
The Community Property System of Louisiana with Addenda
LOUISIANA LAW REVIEW
(Second Printing) (Louisiana State University Press, 1945),
410 pp.
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1943-1944
Term -Civil Code and Related Subjects, 6 Louisiana Law Re-
view 222 (1945)
Review: Community Property and Taxes, by Charles B. Collins,
Texas Law Review (1945)
Louisiana Legislation of 1946 - Civil Code and Related Matters,
7 Louisiana Law Review 198 (1947)
1946
Cases and Materials on Mineral Law for Use in School of Ge-
ology (Mimeograph, Law Library, 1946) 300 pp.
1947
Series of Nine Articles in Southern Agriculturist. First appeared
in January 1947 issue, last in April 1949 issue
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1945-1946
Term - Successions, Donations, Community Property, and Min-
eral Rights, 7 Louisiana Law Review 208 (1947)
Reflection on the Law of the Family, in The Annals of the Amer-
ican Academy of Political and Social Science 120 (May 1947)
Sequels to Vincent v. Bullock, 8 Louisiana Law Review 173
(1947)
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1946-1947
Term - Successions, Donations, Community Property, and Min-
eral Rights, 8 Louisiana Law Review 204 (1947)
1948
I1 divorzio negli Stati Uniti, Anno. 4, N. 6 Il Pont. 541 (June
1948)
Law and the Family, 17 National Parent-Teacher, No. 10, pp.
23, 24 (1948)
1949
Mineral Rights in Louisiana (Second Edition) (Louisiana State
University Press, (1949) 616 pp.
Power- Law of Divorce in Canada, 9 Louisiana Law Review
430 1949)
Progress Report on Louisiana's Trust Estates Act, 10 Louisiana
Law Review 44 (1949)
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1947-1948
Term - Successions, Donations, Community Property, and Min-
eral Rights, 9 Louisiana Law Review 181 (1949)
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1950
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1948-1949
Term - Successions, Donations, Community Property, and Min-
eral Rights, 10 Louisiana Law Review 151 (1950)
What Future Community Property in Louisiana?, 4 Southwest-
ern Law Journal 20 (1950)
Division of Property upon Dissolution of Marriage, selected for
publication in Essays on Family Law, p. 1053 (The Foundation
Press, 1950)
1951
Article on Birth, in Encyclopaedia Britannica (1951)
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1949-1950
Term - Successions, Donations, Community Property, and Min-
eral Rights, 11 Louisiana Law Review 158, 184 (1951)
Annulment of a Marriage in Connecticut, 25 Connecticut Bar
Journal 1 (1951)
Commentary - Civil Code Ancillaries - Title 9, West's Louisi-
ana Statutes Annotated - Revised Statutes, Volumes 3 and 4-
Sections 1:1-9; 2800. Sections 9:2801 to 11:end (1951)
1952
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1950-1951
Term - Successions, Donations, Community Property, and Min-
eral Rights, 12 Louisiana Law Review 141 (1952)
1953
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1951-1952
Term - Successions, Donations, Community Property, and Min-
eral Rights, 13 Louisiana Law Review 253, 272 (1953)
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1952-1953
Term - Successions, Donations, Community Property, and Min-
eral Rights, 14 Louisiana Law Review 152, 168 (1953)
Brief Comment on Mineral Law Institute Topics, Published in
official Proceedings 185 (Louisiana State University, 1953)
1954
Policy Questions on Marital Property Law in Louisiana, 14 Lou-
isiana Law Review 528 (1954)
Brief Comment and Speculation Re Elson v. Mathewes, 14 Lou-
isiana Law Review 547 (1954)
Reporter for Oil and Gas Reporter (1954)
1955
Comparative Studies in Community Property Law in Louisiana
(co-editor) (Louisiana State University Press, 1955)
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Reporter for Oil and Gas Reporter (1955)
Article on Birth - Legal Aspects of, in Encyclopaedia Britan-
nica (1955)
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1953-1954
Term - Successions, Donations, Community Property, and Min-
eral Rights, 15 Louisiana Law Review 289, 300 (1955)
1956
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1954-1955
Term - Successions, Donations, Community Property, and Min-
eral Rights, 16 Louisiana Law Review 230, 259 (1956)
Reporter for Oil and Gas Reporter (1956)
Official Proceedings of Fourth Annual Mineral Law Institute
(editor) (Louisiana State University Press, 1956)
1957
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1955-1956
Term - Successions, Donations, and Community Property, 17
Louisiana Law Review 317, 336 (1957)
Official Proceedings of Fifth Annual Mineral Law Institute
(editor) (1957)
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1956-1957
Term - Successions, Donations, Community Property, and Min-
eral Rights 33, 55 (1957)
1958
Official Proceedings of Sixth Annual Mineral Law Institute (co-
editor) (Louisiana State University Press, 1958)
1959
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1957-1958
Term - Successions, Donations, and Community Property, 19
Louisiana Law Review 308, 328 (1959)
1960
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1958-1959
Term - Successions, Donations, Community Property, and Min-
eral Rights 217, 237 (1960)
Article on Community Property, in Encyclopaedia Britannica
(1960)
1961
The Work of the Louisiana Supreme Court for the 1959-1960
Term - Successions, Donations, Community Property, and Min-
eral Rights, 21 Louisiana Law Review 297, 308 (1961) *
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